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Dan Hinton/GCSS                                  

Bethany Covarrubias, Speech                               

Cyndle WhitmerðSpeech          

Pima Unified School District      

Diana LoganðPrincipal, PES       

Bree CurtisðSPED, PES                 

Jessica KellwoodðSPED, PES   

Rheanna MelserðSPED, K-8             

Kara Hallð3rd, PES                      

Stephanie Johnsonð3rd, PES                              

Kelley Nelsonð5th Math, PES             

Morgan Mathewsð5th ELA, PES            

Julie Cookð6th Math, PES             

Lynaya Sandersð6th ELA, PES            

Heidi Gibson-5th Science, PES                

Lonnie LuntðPrincipal, PJHS             

Bryany Morrisð7th ELA, PJHS                       

Dejah Whettenð8th ELA, PJHS               

Ainsley Bullð8th Science, PJHS                           

Andrea Carbajalð8th Math, PJH 

McKyla BartlettðAlgebra, PHS 

Lucano Soto-RoblesðSpanish PHS 

Terry JohnsonðAviation, PHS 

Heather Udallð9th ELA, PHS   

Triumphant Leaning Center  

Shanna MarbleðDirector                 

Tara HelmsðSPED                             

Tori NaegleðKindergarten                 

Lana Diceð5-8 ELA/SS             

Discovery Plus Academy                 

TBA 

Safford Unified School District 

Shayla Smithð1st grade, DDS                

Kamala Crockettð2nd grade, DDS 

Steven Castroð5th grade, DDS               

Tiffany Hallfordð1st, LTS, DDS             

Jennifer EspinozaðSPED LTS DDS 

Stephenie GarciaðSPED, DSS              

Lorina Ricað1st grade, DDS                  

Jenica BowmanðKindergarten, LNS 

Heidi EllisonðSPED, LNS               

Christie Smithð6th grade, LNS              

Stefanie Brewerð1st grade, RPS 

Shayna CochranðSPED, RPS               

Brittany Ewingð4th grade, RPS             

Mariah HatchðKindergarten, RPS   

Brittany Klockengað5th grade, RPS       

Luz KemptonðSPED, RPS              

Tylee Olmedoð6th grade, RPS        

Sabrina SmithðSPED, RPS           

Madison TuckerðSPED, RPS         

Mike FinchðPrincipal, SMS                

Melissa DodgeðAssist. Principal        

Ryann RothlisbergerðMath, SMS        

Josylyn LarsonðMath, SMS              

Krisha DominguezðMath, SMS              

Cassey CorbellðPE, SMS                       

Mikayla CopeðScience, SMS              

Mary LaborinðAPC, SMS              

Tad JacobsonðInterim Principal                    

Sean CrockettðDean/Students, SHS                                                            

Jessica HunterðEnglish, SHS             

Kristin CockeðEnglish, SHS           

Adrianna SylvestriðScience, SHS 

Chantel BarberðPE, SHS                 

Tamra TiltonðMath, SHS                     

Latora TurnerðSPED Preschool RPS 

Ashley Vaughnð4th grade, RPS    

Ciera VillalbaðSPED preschool, RPS                                                               

Thatcher Unified School District 

JDPS  - TBA                                         

Brailey Stahlð6th grade, TES            

Lisa JamesðSPED, TES                   

Jenna Gascað5th grade, TES              

Heidi Matticeð6th grade, TES            

Niki Roseð6th grade, TES                

Kelly Rulandð6th grade, TES                   

TMS   - TBA                                                     

Victoria CastroðSpanish, THS        

Pam LeavittðMath, THS                  

Stephen WaldenðPE, THS                    

Kurtis MerrillðScience, THS               

Fort Thomas Unified                          

Aaron HayesðPrincipal, FTE                      

Paula EnglandðKindergarten, FTE  

Kim DeSpainð2nd, FTE                  

Melissa Linesð5th, FTE                    

Lupita Hintonð5th, FTE                       

Phillip Ornelasð6th, FTE      

Janelle CaseyðKindergarten, MTE 

Heidi Stanleyð1st grade, MTE  

Melinda Reidheadð2nd, MTE     

Exsa Smithð6th grade, MTE     

Annette CastroðCom., PE MTE                                                  

Lee HawsðPrincipal, MTA                  

Alex OsteenðSPED and Grants      

Jayson StanleyðPrincipal, FTHS 

Enrique AguilarðFTJH             

Leslie BinghamðArt, FTHS              

Eddy CarltonðReading, FTJH         

Tasha LaytonðEnglish, FTHS   

Anna MonttðTransition, FTJH  

Melissa RiceðWriting, FTJH            

Kristie SmithðSPED, FTJH     

Alyssa VincentðSoc. St. FTHS 

Garrett McEuenðAutos, FTHS 

Welcome!  This list of teachers 

is what we were able to obtain 

by our publishing deadline.    

Anyone not listed here will be 

included in the September issue 

of our newsletter. 



I would like to extend a warm welcome back to all of our administrators, educators and support staff 

members.  A lot of people have attended school, but most really donôt know the monumental task it 

is to get everything ready for the first day.  Itôs an unbelievable amount of work, and I want you to 

know how much I appreciate what you do to make your schools safe, welcoming environments.   

Teachers have made their classrooms shine, prepared or upgraded lessons, and have been getting 

ready to meet their new students.  Everyone in the field of education knows that even with all of this 

preparation, life can throw curveballs.  However, we know that if you are in this profession, you are 

already professional, adaptable, resilient and have the skills and abilities to do what needs to be 

done.  I am confident about this. 

Transportation has the buses tuned up and the school grounds are being prepped in anticipation of 

thousands of students streaming onto them.  Our food service crews are ready to prepare and serve 

thousands of meals every week and most know that for some, that school lunch is critical.       

Maintenance crews are extra busy moving furniture, attending to the grounds, cleaning, painting, 

and the list goes on and on. Secretaries and office staff are working with the public, organizing files, 

assisting all teachers and multi-tasking like champions!  Thank them when you see them.  Support 

staff keep the wheels turning, and without them we would be lost!   

We are also pleased to announce the return of the Early Childhood Coalition meetings!                

The purpose of the ECC is to bring together our PreK-grade 3 educators to offer networking, support 

and professional development unique to this teaching strand.  Last year we hosted Suzanne Lunt for 

two days of math and ELA instruction.  We followed this up by partnering with several other entities 

to bring in ñMr. Gò who performed for our very youngest audiences.  Youôve heard of                 

Woodstock...well this was our very own ñKinder-stock.ò  Information will be forthcoming on how to 

save your seat for  upcoming early childhood opportunities! Our first meeting will take place in        

Octoberð Stay tuned!!   

Graham/Greenlee Early Childhood Coalition (ECC)  

I am pleased to announce we will be kicking off the sixth year of our ñSupporting and Sustaining 

Teachersò project.  With generous funding from the United Way of Graham and Greenlee  Counties, 

we are inviting our new educators to participate in the New Teacher Coalition.  The sessions will be 

offered six times throughout the year.  We will provide materials to assist with classroom manage-

ment, and offer sessions on integrating technology and best practices.  We will also offer information 

on how to get more dollars into your classrooms, and follow the processes for success.   

The New Teacher Coalition meetings will also offer networking opportunities and supports available 

and unique to our profession.  Ultimately, 40-50 new teachers in our two counties will find a whole 

network of support from within their own districts as well as from other teachers and the county    

offices.  We want to attract and retain the best educators for our  students, and our work with the  

coalition goes a long way toward reaching this goal. If you are new to the profession, have been or 

are currently hired as a long-term sub, new to your school and/or Graham and Greenlee, you are 

invited to attend!!  Newly hired educators will be receiving an invitation to attend our first meeting on 

Tues. August 30th.   We hope you will be able to join us!                                                                                                                                 

Graham/Greenlee New Teacher Coalition (NTC) 

Welcome! 
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Scenes from SEATA                                                                                                        

The 2022 Southeast Arizona Teachersô Academy (SEATA) is in the books!   

¶ Four days in June 

¶ 220+ educators 

¶ 50 presenters 

¶ 165 breakout sessions 

¶ Up to 24 hours of recertification available 

¶ 22 mini-grants awarded 

¶ Funðfreeðreturning next year June 5-8, 2023ðSAVE THESE DATES! 

 

 
Teaching Algebra concepts using manipula-

tivesðresearch proves the effectiveness of this 

strategy! 

We had math experts from PreK through grade 

12 who provided many ñaha!ò moments during 

SEATA, including the use of manipulatives in 

middle and high school math classes. 

Right and below: 

Hands-on fun in Wendy Petersonôs class.  As one of 

SEATAôs veteran teachers, Wendy continues to keep a       

devoted following of educators who want to sharpen their 

teaching skills while learning how to do this in a relaxed,  

inviting and FUN atmosphere!  We all know this...sometimes 

we work with very difficult people.  Wendy helped our        

educators learn how to manage and thrive among them! 

Above: Very pleasant to work withé  Above:  Not very pleasanté. :) 
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Scenes from SEATA - yes, we funded mini-grants                                                          

and celebrated SLAM participants!! 

 

Left: Elementary mini-grant winners shown with Denise Benton, Executive Director of 

the United Way of Graham and Greenlee Counties.  Right:  Secondary mini-grant 

winners shown with Denise Benton. 

How did they get these mini-grants?  On Monday, the first day of SEATA, Paulette 

LeBlanc hosted two mini-grant writing sessions.  Participants were given the           

opportunity to actually write a small grant and on Thursday before SEATA ended, we 

were able to fund these participants!  Win-win! 

SEATA SLAM! 

Mini-grant winners 

Diana Palmer, Pima    Sabrina Smith, Safford       Michele Shannon, Bonita                    

Kara Wagley, Morenci   Kelly Ruland, Thatcher       Scarlet Butler, Duncan                    

Ashley French, Safford   Cindy Hunt, Thatcher       Sarah Barker, Duncan                   

Ginger Cheney, Blue   Rachel Casperson, Safford    Susan Jones, Duncan                

Jokae Lambson, Safford      Charlotte Easley, Safford       Sarah Camacho, Morenci          

TJ Gomez, Morenci              Jody Bailey, Morenci       Tawnie Anger, Pima                

Valerie Smith, Duncan   Kylee Nagy, Thatcher       Connie Mathews, Pima 

Christabelle Cuevas, Safford Library         Congratulations! 

At the end of SEATA, we showcase our participants by offering 

them a chance to get up and show us the best strategy they 

learned during the week OR, something they do that they want 

their peers to know about it, all in three minutes or less.   This 

yearôs winner was Rachel Casperson from Safford, who did a 

recap of ADEôs Adaptive Technology Unitôs ñBrain Breaks 

Padlet.ò  Other slammers who were brave enough to get up to 

ñShow us Their Bestò were Aubrey Zaugg, Lena Mattice, Carlene 

Henager, Tawnie Anger and our SEATA team member Carol  

Elders and student assistants Erika and Kate McEuen. 


